SOME 


ACCOUNT 


„ 
. 


AND THEIR 


ANAGEMENT 
With regard to the — | 
Corporation and 7. eſt Aots, 


In a Letter to a FRIEND. 


* * X ys j = - * - 
k EX” 22 _ RE 1 - bs 
N if = = "Rk. 1 - * 8 
1 N 5 8 EIS 
2 - g 0 ; | 8 = 
CCC 1 X 22 ny | 
AE 2 *. : A c 8 c 
3X coc . . 
„TFT | 
$4 — Ss 5 
3 FRA . 4. 
* 
. 


* * 
4 , | 
\ | 4 — 8 
A ; | 
JE» 3 1 1 5 
"To * * vs : 1 , 
* t 


8 
* 
- 
1 
* 
dd 
f 4 
k 
* 
* 
of 
5 


* 


5 


% 
* 
* 
* 
1 — 2 py 
* 


* 
8 
* 
* 
1 
7 
125 Pp 
L 
6 
Ly 
— 
. 


> 

* 
—— 2 — 
. 

i 

x 

* 

* 


1 —7 9 
* 
25 1 £- 
. * * _ * 
3 
＋ 4 
* a : 
- = 5 
* 1 
f 
: - * 
F 9 
; 
* 
F * 
* 
5 * 
N Z 


—_— — 
— I A 

9 — — —— ———_—_ 

* 


— ach 


r r 
e e e ee 
— 3 AERO eds * Fi 
moe rt 
p * n 
A — —— 7 
f — . 2 N 
— — PIER **. 6 . ; 
- . * . P , . 4 — ; bg j 
> p ” < 8 yy - > 28 . p 2 P 
% ” ” 8 " "Fs - 128 - ” L — © wat 8 1 
3 * . ai... 8 c „ * 2 
* — 


- * 7 S o 
Sts > v4.4 84 5 

C 

r 

r | 

Rs 


Ag 

« A © 
3 

— * 
. 

0-32 

5 * 

' 4 
AN 
e 
* 

1 * 
9 A 

+: 

7 

4 

4 

** 

. FLAT 
I 

My 
. 
» 15 KN 
E * 

3 
RY 
2% 

1 
SN 
” * 


Tonos, Dec. 1732. 


Dear $ I [By 


= CH 1F great Talk at preſent 
in this Place is about the 
Corporation and Teſt 
Acts. The Diſſenters 
| ſeem reſoly'd to puſh for 

the Repeal of them this 


next Seffions : ; and they are conſulting 


all the Meaſures, and making all the 
Friends they can for the effecting of it. 
Whether they will ſucceed or not, I find 
differently beliey'd. What 1 hear ſaid 


of the Matter, and my own Opini- 


on about it, I ſend you in the following 


Sheets. a0 
£ ſe 


[6] 


It is faid, and many ſpecious Ha- 
rangues have been made upon that Head, 
that the Teſt itſelf is a very improper 
one; as it may be, and often is, the Oc- 3 
caſion of giving Scandal to our Hol 
Religion. It is true, the taking the 

| Sacrament of the Lord's Supper merely 

1 for a Qualification to ſome ſecular Em- 9 

5 ployment, is a great, and hardly to be 
3 pardon'd, Profanation of that holy 
Rite: becauſe, as the Motives thereto 
are very unworthy, and conſequently 
muſt render the Receiver unworthy ; 
ſo the End of ſuch receiving is quite 

| foreign, and very different from that 

which our bleſſed Lord ordain'd when 

he inſtituted that holy Sacrament. 80 
far is very certain, and agreed on all 
Sides. But then let us ask, and fairly 
fix the Charge where of right it be- 
longs: Who it is that is properly guilty 
of that Profanation, the Legiſlator or 
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the Receiver? The latter certainly; he A 
whoſe own Att it is, he is highly guil- 
ty of it. And if the Diſſenters any of 
them, notwithſtanding the known Sa- 
credneſs of that divine Inſtitution, and 
the Danger of abuſing it, will Jer ven- 
ture 
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ture upon it, with no other View but 
that of a Qualification, they, of all 


Men, have the leaſt Reaſon to charge 
others with the Proſtitution, or the 
Profanation of it. The Deſign of the 


Legiſlator was not to alter or to add 
to the End for which Chriſt himſelf or- 


dained that Sacrament ; but only there- 


by to diſtinguiſh the true Friends of 
the Eftabliſh'd Church, and to be a Bar 
againſt any who were not of her Com- 
munion, and in her Intereſt. This was 
all that was intended by the Legiſlator 
in the Caſe. And if thoſe very People, 
whom that Act was on purpoſe calcu- 
lated to keep out from ever being able 
to hurt the Church; if thoſe People 
will peryert the Intention of that Act, 


and from either wrong or wicked Mo- 
tives demand, as it were, that hol 


Sacrament to be deliver'd to them; as 
nothing can be more impious, or give 


greater Scandal to our holy Religion, 
ſo the Sin thereof will be chiefly at 


their doors, 


1 It is true, our bleſſed Lord charges 
his Diſciples, i. e. the Miniſters of his 
Word, that they give not that which is 


holy 


Ma, 


holy unto dogs, nor af their pearls before 


ſwine; left, as his Reaſon is, they turn 
again and rend you *, The Reaſon, do 


think, is not unworthy our Attention 
in the preſent Caſe; and as no Power 
ought to interpoſe, where thoſe Di- 
rections are duly obſerv'd, ſo the due 
Oblervation of them might be a Means 
of preventing, in great meaſure, that 
| horrid Proſtitution of the Sacrament ſo 
much complain'd of, tho' often caus'd, 


by the Diſſenters. 


* 


Upon the Na 1 think the re- 
ceiving the Sacrament of the Lord's Z 
Supper, as our Law requires, and after 
the Manner of the Church of Exgland, 
to be a very proper Teſt, and ſuch 
which (as long as that Part of our 
Eſtabliſhment laſts) ought to be given 
by all who have any publick Power or 
Truſt committed to them. If for the 
ſake of any ſuch Power or Truft, any 
ſhall dare to profane it, let them look 
well to it: they are Volunteers i in the 
Guilt, and their Condemnation muſt 


be certain. et tr a V 
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Others of the Diſſenters, whoſe Prin- 
ciple will not ſuffer them to give this 


. 


Teſt, are angry with it, becauſe with- 
out it they can have no Share in the Ad- 
miniſtration of Things, and the Places 


of Proſit and Truſt among us. Here 


they inveigh bitterly, and with great 


Indignation: For hereby, ſay they, we 


are perſecuted for Conſcience fake, and 
_ depriv'd of all thoſe civil Rights, which, 


as Subjects in general, and as good Sub- 
jects in Jer, e belong to 


| Us. 


Whit this Complitiar too is both ground- 


leſs and unreaſonable. As Subjects in 
general, they have all the Indulgence, 


and all the Enjoyment both in their 
Civil and Religious Rights, which in 
Wiſdom ought to be allow'd them, 


and which in Juſtice and Reaſon they 
ought to cum...” 


As to theit Religious Rights, they 
are fully tolerated both in the Profeſſi- 
on, and in the Exerciſe of them. They 


are not only ſuffer'd to convene publick- 
ly, and to ſerye God in their own Way; 


B "= us 


C 10 1 
but the Law alſo has provided Remedies 
againſt any, who ſhall interrupt or di- 
ſturb them therein. And if in modeſty 
they would but conſider, that theirs 
is not the eſtabliſh'd Religion of the 
Country they live in, they ought ſure- 
ly to be wellcontented, if not very thank= 
ful for the Liberty and the Privilege 
which by the Fayour of the 6 
18 allow'd them. 


ka other Countries and where other 
Religions prevail, all the Indulgence 
' which the Diſſenters meet with here i is 
not to be found: And ſince theirs ig not, 
nor likely to be, they may be very thank- 
full that the Religion eftabliſh'd is the 
eſtabliſh'd Religion. As the Caſe at 
preſent ſtands, and with regard to their 
Religious Rights, I ſee no Difference be- 
tween the Diſſenters and us; but that 
ours is the Religion eſtabliſhed by mh 
theirs zoſerated oy Law. 


Then 3 as to their Civil Rights, 
Where is there any Difference between 
a Churchman and a Diſſenter? What 
a Diſſenter is born to, what is bequeath'd 
to him, or what he acquires himſelf, 
3 te 


110 
he has as good a Right to, and is as 
ſecure in, as any other Subject whatever: 
He has the ſame Acceſs to the Laws 
of the Land, and he may defend him- 
ſelf by them in any juſt Claim which he 


has. Where then is the Greivance ſo 


mightily complain'd of? Why, as good 
and faithful Subjects to the Government, 
they ſay that they ought to have an e- 
qual Share in the publick Adminiſtrati- 
on of Things, and that as ſuch, 7 
5 have a natural Right to We ++ 


Bur this Claim of a natural Right, 
as they call it, I hope will never be al- 
ldw'd them; becauſe, as the Caſe now 

is, they can have no Pretence to it. 

They boaſt indeed not only that they 

are Subjects in common, but that they 
are the beft and moſt faithful Subjects 

His Majeſty has; in the ſame manner 

as their Forefathers boaſted, that they 

were the only Righteous, the only Men 
of God. And as theſe would have en- 
groſsd all the Merit of Righteouſneſs, 
and all the Favour of God to them- 
ſelves; fo our modern Presbyterians 

: would fain extol and prefer their Loy- 

alty into the greateſt Merit from His 

3: preſent 
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that they ſay, (not that 


11 | 
preſent Majeſty, and the whole Houſe 
of Hanover. Now ſuppoſ ng all this 
grant it by 
any means; becauſe His Majeſty has a | 
great many, and thoſe in all reſpects 


his Beſt Friends and his Beſt Subjects, 
1n the Church of which he himſelf is 
the Head:) I fay, ſuppoſing the Diſ- 


ſenters to be the good Subjects they 


boaſt! And what of all that? Or how 
do they derive from thence a natural 
Right to the ſame Share in all publick 


_ Diſtributions with thoſe of the Eſta» 
bliſh'd Religion? Their being good Sub- 


jects i is no more than what His Majeſty, 


ſo indulgent as He is to them, deſerves 


and may claim from them: And it is 


not only their Duty, but it is their In- 


tereſt, as well as it is ours of the Church 


of England, to be in a particular man- 


ner ſo to His preſent Majeſty ; ſince in 
Him only it is, and in His Royal Fa- 


mily, that both they and we are ſecure 


from a Power, which if once it ſhou'd 


prevail, wou'd undo both them and us. 


What then have both they and we to 
do, but to be as loyal and as dutiful 


Subjects to Him as poſſibly we can? — 


But to lay that Seng that account, and 


merely 
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merely as ſuch, the Diſſenters have a 
natural Right to the ſame Favour, and 
the ſame Truſts with thoſe of the Eſta- 


bliſh'd Church; and in a manner ſo in- 


ſolent and threatning as they have done, 
to demand it (as it were) of the Govern- 
ment; this, -I think, is going a great 
way farther than either Decency or 
your Politicks can Juſtify. 


The Government, let them obſerve, 5 
is in ſuch Hands, and ſo ſecure in thoſe ; 
Hands, that they who hold it are at 
leaſt not to be bully'd into any Mea- 
ſures, which may be detrimental to the 
preſent Conftitution : and His Majeſty 


is wiſe enough to diſtinguiſh between 
| thoſe who are of the whole Conſtitu- 


tion, and thoſe who comply with but 
a Part of it. And therefore, as there 


can be mo Diſpute who are his beſt Sub- 
jects, and conſequently deſerve beſt of 


him; thoſe who go along with him in 
every Part of that Conſtitution over 
which He preſides, and which He has 
engag'd to defend; and thoſe who diſ- 
ſent wholly from it, or comply but in 
Part; ſo a Pretence to an equal Share 


in His Fayour, and in the Adminiftra- 


tion 
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tion of things under Him, is altoge- 
ther unreaſonable to be ask'd, impoli- 


tick to be granted, and what they can- 


not haye a Right to. For my own 


part, I think the Diſſenters of all De- 
nominations are pretty much upon a 
Level, as to this natural Right ſo much 


talk'd of; and the Man who has not 


dE TE, 


taken the Oaths to the Civil Govern- 7 ö 


ment, but is a profeſs d Member of the 
Church, may, in like manner, put in 

his Claim to it, and has not much leſs 

to ſay for himſelf upon, it. In ſhort, 

the Laws in the preſent Caſe ſo much 
complain'd of, were made for the Se- 


curity of the Church, as it now ſtands 


eſtabliſh'd amongſt us; well ſeeing that 
the Security of that Church would be 
the beſt Security to the State. But 


farther: 


The Diſſenters think themſelves, or 
wou'd perſuade us to think, that they 
are a numerous, a weighty, and a very 
powerful Body of Men in the Nation. 


Hence they wou'd have us believe, that 


they may have a great Stroke in our 


Elections; and becauſe the preſent Par- 


liament is drawing to an End, they 


think 


(x51) 


e- think this a proper Time to declare 


i- what muſt be expected from them, if | 
N- they are diſappointed in their Attempt. 
n But, alas! they are ill-advisd; and I 
e- while they ſuffer themſelves, without 
3 0 conſulting whether this be a proper 
ch Time for others, as well as for them- 
ot he and diſregarding all Conſent of 
n- _ thoſe Perſons in Power, who are beſt 
he y able to judge for, to afſiſt, or to oppoſe 
in them: I ſay, while the Diſſenters do 
els thus ſuffer themſelves to be hurried on, 
rt, even in Oppoſition, as it appears, to 
ch ” thoſe very Perſons, (who, as they are 
e- | principally concern'd, ſo they ought 
ads principally to be conſulted i in all publick 
lat Caſes of this Nature:) They only be- 
be come thereby the mere Tools of ſome 
zut diſcontented or ambitious Men, who 


have their own, not the Intereſt of the 
Diſſenters to ſerve in it. 


&&?“ 

ey 2 As to the Diſſenters being fo great 
ery and fo powerful a Body as they pre- 
on. tend; that, I think, need not alter any 
hat of 7 Laws. nor "will hurt us an 
our E thing i in our Elections. Thoſe who are 
ar= Friends to the Church are known Friends 


to His Majeſty ; and there are Church- 
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men enough throughout the Kingdom 


to chuſe a Church-Parliament, which 


will beſt preſerve His, and the Rights 


of His People, both in Church 15 * 
State. And 1 will venture to ſay, as 
to the Miniſtry, That if they had Res 


{on to apprehend the diſobliging any of 


their Friends, the diſobliging their 
Friends of the Church Eftabliſh'd, 


wou'd be of worſe Conſequence than 
any that is threaten'd from what other 


Quarter ſoever. But the Miniſtry has 
not, nor needs to have any Apprehen- 
ons of this kind. Whilſt the Mini- 
ſtty is a Friend to the Church, the 
Church will be a Friend to the Mini- 
Airy; and fo long as there is that Har- 
mony between them, they will mutu- 

ally and neceſſarily be the Support of 
each other. We have ſeen the Church 
in great Danger, when the Enemies of 
our Conſtitution in the State have been 
in Power: and the State has greatly 
ſuffer'd, when the Enemies of our 
Church have prevail'd. We want not 


Inſtances for either of theſe Proofs, and 


it is to be hop'd no new Experiment 
will be made in the one or the other. 


The 
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The Church of England, let it be 


conſider'd, is not only one Part, and a 


principal Part of our Conſtitution ; but 
the Members of that Church are by 
much the Majority of the People. And 
therefore, as every repealing of thoſe 

wholeſome Acts and Laws, which at 
preſent ſubſiſt for the Preſervation of 


that Church, muſt neceſſarily be ſuſpect- 
ed as ſo many Inlets upon, and be de- 


trimental to Her; ſo conſequently a 
greater Number of the good People 
and good Subjects of the Land would 
be offended and I thereby. 


T his is too plain to be inſiſted upon. 
And thus have Igiven youſome 
ſhort Hints of the Caſe, as it ſtands at 
' preſent, with regard to the Diſſenters, 
and the Teſt Act. And I have great 
Hopes, that as the Members of the 
Church of England are both by Principle 
and Intereſt the trueſt and beſt Friends 
to the Government; and likewife an 
overbalance in Number to any, I may 


lay, to all the Diſſenters from it; and 


farther, as we have a King upon the 
Throne, whois Himſelf a true Member 
of that Church, and under Chriſt the 

= Head 


18 


Head over it, as well as as; ſo I cannot 
doubt, but that. all thoſe Laws which 
the Wildom of our Legiſlator has pro- 
vided for the Security of the Eſtabliſh'd 
Religion, will continue in their full 
Force; that as his Majeſty found us, 
ſo he will leave us; ſo his Royal Succeſ- 
7 ſrs continue us; and ſo we ſhall remain 
ik till our Church Militant here on Earth 
n is tranſlated to the Church Triumphant 
of above. Which as it ought to be the 
1 Prayer of every true Churchman and 
10 of every ſincere Lover of Liberty, fo | 
A In particular it is of, 


Your Friend and Servant, 


A. B. 


— 


